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teaching under State auspices and stood out for " complete secularization," and a few High Churchmen who objected so strongly to " Cowper-Temple " teaching that they were willing to accept secularization in preference to it. All through the summer the battle raged in the House of Commons on these rather confused lines, and the Bill was smothered with amendments which were only disposed of by a drastic use of the guillotine closure. The Irish were hostile, but Liberals and Nonconformists stood solidly behind the Bill, thinking it a reasonable solution that the denominations should concentrate on a certain number of purely denominational schools, and leave the rest to the local authorities on the conditions for religious teaching laid down in the Bill.
The First Struggle with the Lords
The Bill passed its third reading by a majority of 192 in the Commons at the end of July, when the Lords gave it a second reading but postponed the Committee stage till November. Then they took it clause by clause and turned it inside out. As reconstructed by the peers, the Bill practically restored the Act of 1902 and, as the Government contended, even gave the denominations further privileges, since the area of the Clause IV schools had been extended from town to country, and the " right of entry " was claimed for denominational teachers into the public schools. The Lords were of course aware that the Government could not accept the " changeling" thus offered them for their own child, and Ministers retorted by moving the Commons to reject the Lords' amendments en bloc. A period of negotiation followed, aad at one moment compromise seemed possible, but in the en,d all efforts broke down on the stubborn question whether tfee regular teachers should be granted the option of giving dolomkmtional teaching, and when the Lords persisted on this point, tie Government abandoned their Bill.
The greater part of the work of the first session was thus destroyed in spite of the great triumph at the beginning of the year. It may be added that another effort was made to settle the question in 1908 when Mr. Asquitti's Government offered the ** right of entry" for denominational teaching into all schools on two days in the wed:, provided that all came under
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